
PDSA Involved in Blood Safety Meeting 

PDSA as a member of the American Plasma Users Coalition (A-PLUS) participated in a joint statement 

presented at the Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Blood Safety and Availability (ACBSA).  The 

ACBSA is composed of health experts from around the country.  PDSA staff was present at the two-day 

meeting held by the US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) June 10 and 11, 2010, in 

Rockville, MD.   PDSA attended the meeting on behalf of those who have ITP and other platelet 

disorders.   The A-PLUS group’s statement was presented to the meeting attendees by Mark Skinner, 

President of the World Federation of Hemophilia.   

Current Food and Drug Administration (FDA) policy recommends that men who have had sex with 

another man (MSM) even once since 1977 should be deferred indefinitely from donating blood.  This 

policy was designed to address the major source of known risk to the nation’s blood supply, as well as 

theoretical risk of emerging infectious disease (EID).   FDA reviewed the policy in 2000 and 2006 and 

retained its policy.  This current ACBSA meeting was FDA’s ongoing effort to review its donor deferral 

recommendations.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), states that 4.9 million Americans require a 

transfusion of blood or blood products every day.  For those living with chronic conditions such as sickle 

cell disease, hemophilia, or rare disorders like ITP, who depend upon blood and essential medications 

derived from it (such as immunoglobulin, IVIg) for daily living, blood safety is fundamental to their well-

being.   

In its joint statement A-PLUS made a number of recommendations to the committee and called for 

research.  It is the coalition’s position that currently available scientific data are inadequate to support 

change to a specific alternative policy.  The coalition stated that current screening, testing, and 

pathogen reduction technologies are not able to eliminate risk of any as yet unknown disease being 

transmitted to those receiving donations.  A policy change at this time cannot be justified based on the 

small estimated increase in blood donations without looking at relevant scientific issues involved.   

After hearing two days of testimony from numerous scientific experts pertaining to blood safety issues 

and from many groups on behalf of their members’ concerns,  the Advisory Committee on Blood Safety 

and Availability, voted 9 – 6 to retain the current MSM policy.  The committee also agreed to explore the 

policy at a future date after further research and study of the science of high risk behavior for HIV and 

ways to improve the integrity of the blood supply.    
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