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FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO

Mission
The Platelet Disorder Support 

Association is dedicated to enhancing 
the lives of people with immune 

thrombocytopenia (ITP) and other 
platelet disorders through education, 

advocacy, research and support.

About PDSA
The Platelet Disorder Support Association is the leading ITP advocacy organization in 

North America. Each day, PDSA serves the worldwide ITP community of patients, 
practitioners, caregivers, advocates, and key disease stakeholders, promoting their needs 
and uniting them on a global level. We build awareness, educate the global community, 
and provide critical connections and resources that empower patients to take charge of 

their disease and encourage practitioners to exercise patient-centered medical care.

2022 was a year of recovery. A tentative time when the world seemed to cautiously 
emerge from the prior two years of COVID-19 pandemic living. Slowly but surely, we 
experienced the return of “normalcy” in our daily lives and routines – albeit clearly a 
new normal.

For PDSA and the ITP community, the pandemic represented an intense period of 
concern and fear as we found ourselves facing unique challenges compounded by 
the potentially life-threatening impact of both the COVID-19 virus and its vaccines 
on platelet counts. 

PDSA sprang into action to address the ITP community’s most pressing needs 
through the creation of a COVID-19 information hub on pdsa.org, the timely release 
of helpful resources and research, hosting of interactive webinars with ITP and 
immunology experts, creation of COVID-19 surveys within our ITP Natural History 
Study Patient Registry to inform crucial research, and the transition of critical support programming, including ITP 
Conferences 2020 and 2021, ITP Patient Connect support groups and Pump It Up For Platelets! awareness/
fundraising events, to virtual formats. Additionally, PDSA’s Medical Advisors provided invaluable guidance to both 
the medical community at large and to the smaller ITP patient/healthcare community through ongoing consensus 
statements on COVID-19 and ITP. Without question, 2020 and 2021 were the busiest two years in our history.

Having navigated these challenging waters, PDSA is forever changed and we are all the better for it. The pandemic 
taught us to be nimble and to think creatively about the ways we serve and support our constituents. Our efforts 
resulted in expanded reach, new partnerships, increased engagement, and greater impact for the ITP community. 
Today, we continue to offer a hybrid design for our support groups and Pump It Up For Platelets! events. And 
though our conferences are once again in-person, we have expanded our programming to include a virtual 
component in the form of on-demand recordings of select conference sessions for PDSA members. I’d be remiss not 
to also highlight the ongoing personal impact of PDSA’s work. Throughout 2022, we leveraged our resources to 
connect ITP patients and their care teams with PDSA Medical Advisors for guidance, advocated for patients with 
industry partners to help them gain access to treatments, and contributed the patient voice to clinical research and 
scientific publications, bringing forth health-related quality of life issues most meaningful to patients. 

This is the power of PDSA and it is fueled by the involvement and generosity of people like you. The Impact Report 
provides us the special opportunity to formally recognize the significant impact that YOU, our members, donors, 
and volunteers had on our ability to serve the ITP community in 2022.

On behalf of the PDSA Board of Directors, Medical Advisors, and staff, I thank you. We look forward to our 
continued partnership in the coming year.

Sincerely,

Caroline Kruse
President and CEO
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ITP Patient 
Conference 2022 
was once again held as an in-person 

and virtual event, gathering 600+ 
participants from 25 US states 
and 10 countries

PDSA BY THE NUMBERS

2,200 
patients 
enrolled in  

PDSA’s  
ITP Natural 

History Study 
Patient 
Registry

internationally  
renowned  
clinicians  
and  
researchers,  
all specialists 
in ITP

14 Medical 
Advisors,

PDSA spearheads the  
International ITP Alliance 

with 33 ITP patient 
associations 

representing

29 member 
countries

informational 
booklets on ITP

12
for adults, teens, children,  
and women translated into  

11 languages

63,000+ 
total visitors  
to our websites 
each month

225+
pages of 
content for 
ITP patients

3 Websites
PDSA.org

ITPwalk.org

GlobalITP.org

1,443 
Members and Donors
whose charitable giving helped PDSA 
fulfill its mission and serve the greater 
ITP community

71
$1,000+ Circle  
of Hope Donors
provided leadership support to advance PDSA’s efforts

awarded to fund 
original patient-
centered ITP studies, 
increasing our 
research funding 
impact to a total 
of 17 grants and 
$310,000

ITP Research Grants

totaling $50,000  3

163
Children with 
ITP participated 
in the POKE-R Club, designed to ease the 
fear of injections or “needle phobia” resulting 
from frequent blood draws and treatments

PDSA’s Patient 
Helpline received more 
than 600+ patient calls 
regarding from patients seeking helpful 
resources and 
information

Pump It Up for Platelets! 
awareness and fundraising 
events were held, attracting 800+ 
participants and raising over $237,190 
for PDSA programs and research

17

1,800+ 
new 
members 

of PDSA’s closed Facebook 
Group, bringing participant total 
to more than 19,896 members

15 
Advocacy Partners 
in the United States and 
Canada with whom we 
collaborate to achieve 

our common mission of 
improving the lives of 
the people we serve

8751 Brecksville Rd., Suite 150 
Cleveland, OH 44141 

440-746-9003 
pdsa@pdsa.org • www.pdsa.org

This informational guide was supported by an 
educational donation by Dova Pharmaceuticals.

ITP
immune thrombocytopenia 

You treat  
the disease.

We treat  
its isolation  

and fear.

OUR MISSION: 
The Platelet Disorder Support 

Association is dedicated to enhancing 
the lives of people with immune 

thrombocytopenia (ITP) and other 
platelet disorders through education, 

advocacy, research and support.

EDUCATION. ADVOCACY. 
RESEARCH. SUPPORT.

Persons with ITP seek answers 
Most likely, you’ve received panic calls at all times 
of the day and night from ITP patients, frightened 
parents of ITP children or concerned caregivers 
who simply do not know what to do next. Some of 
the treatment options you and your ITP patients 
cycle through work only temporarily while some 
remain effective for long periods of time. Still, none 
reliably or predictably cure ITP. 

The possibility of serious internal brain bleeding 
caused by something as small as a cough or an 
accidental bump is ever top of mind for your ITP 
patients. Equally present are the anxieties over 
the dangers of surgery or the complications of 
pregnancy. 

As a medical professional you are tasked with 
answering many of these real-life concerns. With 
over 50,000 people in the U.S. currently living with 
ITP, you will certainly face ITP questions sometime 
during your medical career. With the advances in 
medicine occurring at rapid speed these days, 
keeping up with ordinary disease therapies is 
difficult enough without adding the fast-paced 
improvements being made in a rare disease like ITP.

PDSA tackles some of its 
toughest questions
The good news is PDSA connects you and your 
patients with the information and knowledge you 
need to beat ITP, both clinically and psychologically. 
We empower ITP patients with the latest news, 
treatment information and research to help them 
understand that there is more to coping with the 
disease than just watching their platelet counts. 

We provide medical professionals with the latest 
information about the disease through our 
online resources, disease guides, newsletters and 
by funding research that may lead to future 
breakthroughs for adults and children living with ITP.

An Invitation to Infuse Your ITP 
Patients with Hope
Patients with ITP are experts at living with ITP. They tire of 
the limitations ITP places on their lives. They want better 
diagnostic tests and more safe and effective treatments to 
improve the quality of their lives. 

You can help your ITP patients by connecting with PDSA, 
by taking advantage of our HCP resources, forums and 
conferences, signing up for the monthly PDSA e-News, 
utilizing our many online videos, and by becoming a 
Professional PDSA Member. 

You can also help ITP patients achieve their goals by 
introducing them to PDSA. By sharing our patient-friendly 
information and resources and by helping them connect 
with their peers, you’ll help ITP patients overcome their 
sense of isolation and turn their fears into the indestructible 
confidence that comes from knowing they are not alone. 

Join us in creating brighter futures for people with Immune 
Thrombocytopenia. Visit www.PDSA.org and become part 
of the support community that empowers ITP patients.

Clinical Symptoms vs.  
Symptomatic Fears
Petechiae, purpura, gastrointestinal, urinary 
track bleeding or intercranial hemorrhage, the 
risk of thrombosis or thromboembolisms – you 
know the dangers associated with ITP. But what 
about the mental anguish ITP patients face?

According to Mental Health and Treatment in 
Patients with Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP); 
Data from the Platelet Disorder Support 
Association (PDSA) Patient Registry, both 
symptoms of ITP and side effects from 
treatments impact patient QoL, commonly 
anxiety and fatigue. Registry respondents 
(n=385) reported use of one or more of 16 
different treatments to manage their ITP. 

Patients with ITP feel the impact of disease 
beyond the physical manifestations like 
bleeding and bruising, extending to the 
emotional impact of ITP. In part this is due to 
the uncertainty of symptoms, treatment 
efficacy and fear of the unknown.

89%
89% of ITP patients  
complain of fatigue

47%
47% reported needing help 
with anxiety concerning their 

platelet counts

53%
53% found it hard to focus 

because of their anxiety

24 Years
of serving and giving voice to the 

ITP patient community 

Sustained by ITP patients, 

PDSA’s 
support 
group 
program expanded to  

61 groups in 32 states,  
2 Canadian provinces 
and 2 countries 

65 Patient 
Support Group 

Meetings 
were held with 

1,200+ patient and 

caregiver participants

840 patients 
participated in PDSA’s

COVID-19 & ITP 
Research Survey, 
a global collection of patient-
reported data to highlight the 
impact of COVID-19 and its 
vaccines on the ITP patient 

community
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The Barbara and Peter T. Pruitt Jr. 
ITP Research Awards 
Each year, the PDSA Research Program awards up to three $20,000 
research grants to investigators conducting innovative ITP patient-
centered studies. These awards are given in honor of longstanding 
PDSA champions Barbara and Peter Pruitt. Funding of the Research 
Program is provided through gifts made to the 20/20 ITP Research 
Campaign.

2022 Research Awards
Project Title: Heavy Menstrual Bleeding and its 
Effect on Quality of Life in Adolescent Girls 
with ITP
Investigator: Megan C. Brown, MD, MSc
Institution: Emory University and the Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta

Project Title: Centering Youth Voices and 
Experiences: Improving the Quality of Life 
Among Adolescent Patients Living with Chronic 
Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP)
Investigator: Maria De Jesus, PhD
Institution: American University, Washington, DC

Emerging Research on ITP 
from the 2022 American 
Society of Hematology 
(ASH) Annual Meeting
The 64th American Society 
of Hematology (ASH) 
Annual Meeting and 
Exposition was held in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, 
December 2022. As the 
premier meeting for 
hematologists around the 
world, the 2022 event 
attracted thousands of 
clinicians, scientists, and 
industry partners to share 
groundbreaking research in 
the field of hematology.

In conjunction with the 
ASH meeting, PDSA hosted 
the annual Friday Morning 
ITP Breakfast, coordinated 
by PDSA and four of 
PDSA’s Medical Advisors, James Bussel, MD; Nichola Cooper, MD; 
Michele Lambert, MD; and John Semple, PhD. The 2022 ITP 
breakfast meeting featured nine hematology experts who 
presented on current ITP-related research.

RESEARCH

James B. Bussel, MD, ITP Young 
Investigator Award
The James B. Bussel, MD, ITP Young Investigator Award was 
established in 2017 to honor PDSA Medical Advisor Dr. Bussel for all 
he has done and continues to do to make a difference in the lives 
of ITP patients and their families, and to recognize his countless 
contributions to mentoring and advancing the scientific careers of 
promising clinical investigators. This competitive award is funded 
and distributed annually by the PDSA research team to support 
excellence in academic ITP research. Chosen young investigators 
receive a $10,000 scholarship to complete their study. 

2022 ITP Young Investigator Award
Project Title: External Validation of a Clinical 
Prediction Model for the Diagnosis of 
Immune Thrombocytopenia
Investigator: Syed Mahamad
Institution: McMaster University in Hamilton,  
ON, Canada

PDSA Presents at the European 
Hematology Association (EHA) 
2022 Congress

The European Hematology Association (EHA) held its first hybrid 
meeting since the start of the pandemic. The in-person 
meeting, held June 9-12, 2022, in Vienna, Austria, provided an 
opportunity for expert knowledge and experience gained 
worldwide to come together in one space. Several cutting-edge 
posters and oral presentations were presented with a focus on 
immune thrombocytopenia (ITP). PDSA was pleased to present 
an abstract at the meeting, titled, “Risks for a Platelet Count 
Drop: COVID-19 & ITP Data From the Platelet Disorder Support 
Association (PDSA) Patient Registry.”

ASH 2022 Breakfast Committee

ASH 2022 Exhibit Team
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RESEARCH

LEADING THE WAY IN PATIENT-CENTERED  
ITP RESEARCH
Throughout 2022, PDSA Staff and Medical Advisors continued to lead 
the way for the ITP community by working collaboratively to conduct 
and co-author the following patient-centered research studies, 
abstracts, posters, and presentations:

“Fear Of A Platelet Count Decrease Should Not 
Prohibit Those With Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP) 
From Becoming Fully Vaccinated: SARS-CoV-2 & ITP 
Data From The Platelet Disorder Support Association 
Patient Registry” and “Platelet Count Decreases and 
COVID-19 in ITP: Data From the Platelet Disorder 
Support Association (PDSA) Registry” – two original 
abstracts and posters coauthored by PDSA Medical Advisors Michele 
Lambert, MD, MSTR; James B. Bussel, MD; and PDSA President and CEO 
Caroline Kruse; Research Advisor Alexandra Kruse, MD; and Research 
Program Manager Jennifer DiRaimo were presented at the European 
Hematology Association (EHA) 2022 Congress in Vienna, Austria. 

“Patient Community Building in Rare Diseases: 
The Invaluable Role of Technology as a Lifeline of 
Information, Support, and Community through the 
COVID-19 Pandemic” – a poster abstract coauthored by PDSA 
President and CEO Caroline Kruse, Research Manager Jennifer DiRaimo, 
Director of Development and Communications Teri Howe, Programs and 
Marketing Associate Emily Innes, and Director of Programs and Events Jody 
Shy was presented at the 2022 National Organization for Rare Disorders 
(NORD) Rare Diseases and Orphan Products Breakthrough Summit in 
Washington, DC. 

“Why Data Matters and What You Can Do With It” – a 
presentation given by Caroline Kruse at the 2022 National Organization for 
Rare Disorders’ (NORD) Rare Diseases and Orphan  
Products Breakthrough Summit in Washington, DC.

“COVID-19 Vaccination in Children and Young Adults 
with Immune Thrombocytopenia (ITP): Preliminary 
Data from the Platelet Disorder Support Association 
(PDSA) Patient Registry” and “Does IVIG Use Reduce 
the Risk of Contracting SARS-CoV-2 in Patients with 
Immune Thrombocytopenia: Data from the Platelet 
Disorder Support Association (PDSA) Patient Registry” 
– two original abstracts and posters coauthored by James B. Bussel, 
MD; Caroline Kruse; Alexandra Kruse, MD; and Jennifer DiRaimo were 
presented at the 2022 American Society of Hematology (ASH) Annual 
Meeting and Exposition in New Orleans, LA.

I actually work in patient engagement for clinical 
trials and have used you all as examples in discussions 
at work about the importance and role of advocacy 
organizations in helping people navigate a diagnosis. 
You do it so, so well. – Lindsey W.	

You have helped me a great deal. I have had the disorder since late 2018. The more 
research the better. I went to a conference early in my diagnosis and it helped a great 
deal. Also the magazine and website. Keep up the great work.	  – Valerie L.	
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ADVOCACY

PDSA Medical 
Advisor Douglas 
Cines, MD, 
Selected as 2022 
Recipient of the 
McMillan Award 

PDSA Medical Advisor Douglas Cines, 
MD was given the 2022 McMillan 
Award at the annual Friday ITP 
Breakfast, the premier scientific event 
hosted by PDSA at the beginning of 
the American Society of Hematology 
(ASH) Annual Meeting & Exposition in 
December 2022. This award was 
established by the PDSA Medical 
Advisory Board in 2021 in honor of 
one of PDSA’s first medical advisors, 
Robert McMillan, MD, and is given to 
an individual in the ITP community 
who emulates the late Dr. McMillan 
with similar generosity of mind and 
heart as well as a passion for 
improving the lives of patients with 
ITP through basic or clinical research 
or service. 

ADVOCACY IN ACTION 2022
American Society of Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology (ASPHO) 
Conference 
PDSA was proud to share its mission 
and resources with attendees of the 
2022 ASPHO Conference in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, in May 2022. The 
conference connected and inspired 
attendees in their work to research and 
cure pediatric cancers and blood 
disorders.

 

Thrombosis & Hemostasis 
Societies North America 
(THSNA) Summit 
THSNA held its 5th 
comprehensive scientific 
meeting in Chicago, IL, August 
2022, with 800+ healthcare 
professionals and coagulation 
scientists. PDSA is one of 
THSNA’s 14 collaborating 
non-profit organizations 
dedicated to thrombosis and 
hemostasis issues and our 
President and CEO Caroline 
Kruse serves on the THSNA 
Board of Directors. 

Network for Rare Blood 
Disorders Organization 
(NRBDO)
PDSA Research Program 
Manager Jennifer DiRaimo 
facilitated an educational 
webinar through NRBDO in 
September 2022. A coalition of 
national patient groups in 
Canada, NRBDO was formed to 
share best practices in health 
care delivery for people with 
rare blood disorders. Jennifer is 
a board member at NRBDO 
representing PDSA and helping 
to further advocate for the 
needs of ITP patients in Canada. 
 
 

PDSA staff Brenda Foster (L) and Jody Shy (R) 
manned the PDSA booth for our first in-
person scientific meeting in three years.

Caroline Kruse with an ITP nurse from New Orleans 
at THSNA Summit 2022.

Jennifer DiRaimo (top row, middle) and  
colleagues discuss their research programs. 
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ADVOCACY

ITP INTERNATIONAL 
ALLIANCE HOLDS 7TH 
ANNUAL MEETING
Members of the International ITP Alliance traveled quite a distance 
for an in-person meeting (the first since 2019!) prior to the start of 
ITP Conference 2022 in Seattle, WA. Nine global ambassadors 
representing seven countries: Australia, Brazil, Denmark, Israel, Italy, 
the Netherlands, and the US, along with some of our industry 
partners, joined together while additional ambassadors from 
Finland, New Zealand, and the UK joined over Zoom. The meeting 
was organized by PDSA and moderated by PDSA President and CEO 
Caroline Kruse.

PDSA PARTICIPATED IN THE 
FOLLOWING MEETINGS: 
•	 American Society of Clinical Oncologists (ASCO) Annual 

Meeting
•	 American Society of Hematology (ASH) 64th Annual Meeting 

and Exposition
•	 27th Congress of the European Hematology Association (EHA)
•	 Immunoglobulin National Society (IgNS) National Conference
•	 2022 International ITP Alliance Meeting
•	 Living Rare, Living Stronger NORD Patient and Family Forum
•	 National Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD) 2022 Rare 

Diseases and Orphan Products Breakthrough Summit
•	 Network of Rare Blood Disorders Organization (NRBDO) 

educational webinar
•	 Thrombosis and Hemostasis Societies of North America 

(THSNA) Summit

ADVOCACY PARTNERSHIPS 
Collaborations are critical to achieving our common mission of 
improving the lives of the people we serve.
The Autoimmune Association
A-Plus – American Plasma Users Coalition
ASH – American Society of Hematology
Blood Health Network
CORD – Canadian Organization for Rare Disorders
CPAG – Coalition of Patient Advocacy Groups
EHA – European Hematology Association
FDA Alliance
Genetic Alliance
IAPO – International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations
ICON – Pediatric ITP Consortium of North America
Immunocompromised Collaborative
NORD – National Organization for Rare Disorders
NRBDO – Network of Rare Blood Disorder Organizations
PPTA – Plasma Protein Therapeutics Association
THSNA – Thrombosis & Hemostasis Societies of North America

Members of the International ITP Alliance (L to R back row): 
Leron Lehav (Israel), Caroline Kruse (US), Barbara Lovrencic 
(Italy), Marília Silva (Brazil), Danielle Boyle (Australia), Michal 
Winograd (Israel), Davy Charlottenfeld-Starnov (Denmark), 
Marjan Pronk-Ligthart (Netherlands), (front row) Ineke 
Steetskamp (Netherlands)

Ineke Steetskamp and Marjan  
Pronk-Ligthart from ITP 
Patiëntenvereniging Nederland 

I can’t tell you how grateful I am that I signed 
up to become a member and that I was sent 
the patient packet of information. The info. has 
totally relieved my anxiety about ITP. I think 
it’s because I no longer feel alone. . – Aileen H.

With PDSA, I 
got answers, 
support, and 
a sense of 
peace…and I 
felt encouraged 
to be an active 
participant in 
my care with my 
medical team.  
– Tracey
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PDSA Hosts 22nd Annual ITP Conference

ITP CONFERENCE

The much-anticipated in-person ITP Conference 2022 was a 
great success! More than 160 attendees, from 10 countries 
and 25 states, traveled to Seattle, Washington, for the invaluable 
opportunity to gather as a community, reconnect with and learn 
from one another, and reap the natural benefits of this shared 
experience. A robust agenda of both large and small group 
sessions was led by PDSA’s Medical Advisors and other medical 
professionals and offered attendees a wealth of information.

In honor of National ITP Awareness Month (September), PDSA 
was pleased to offer its members exclusive access to select 
recorded content from ITP Conference 2022, plus a special Live 
Q&A webinar with PDSA Medical Advisors. Conference coverage 
was released on Friday, September 30 (Sport Purple for Platelets 
Day!) and the webinar brought a close to our full agenda of 
awareness month activities.

Small group Inquire & 
Inspire sessions offered 
helpful and personal 
conversations between 
attendees and ITP 
specialists.

PDSA Administrative Director Brenda Foster and 
ITP patient and PDSA volunteer extraordinaire 
Sharon Morgan managed The Platelet Store, a 
popular spot for conference attendees to pick 
up clothing, awareness items, educational 
materials and jewelry—including exclusive 
medical ID bracelets.

PDSA Director of Programs and Events Jody 
Shy (R) and trusty volunteer, daughter Allison 
(L), welcomed conference attendees and 
provided information on the full agenda of 
sessions and events.

Larger sessions planned for all conference attendees were held in the ballroom.

PDSA President and CEO Caroline Kruse welcomes patients, 
caregivers, clinicians, and industry partners to the 
conference and introduces PDSA Medical Advisor David 
Kuter, MD, DPhil, for his presentation on bleeding and 
clotting issues in ITP.
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ITP CONFERENCE

Incredible conference – 
thank you! The medical 

advisors are so special to 
spend their time with us.

The PDSA continues to amaze me with all they do for the 
ITP community. You do a fabulous job! Thank you so much! 

I was glad to meet people in the area where I live. They 
were friendly and it was nice to share stories.

Thank you for organizing 
this wonderful event. 
First time being here!

Most of all this 
conference has helped 
nudge my 18-year-old 

daughter along a path of 
lifelong learning.

Conference sessions:

ITP specialist and PDSA Medical Advisor 
Michael Tarantino, MD, and a 
representative from The Bleeding and 
Clotting Disorders Institute presented 
“Living with ITP” in the large ballroom.

Between conference sessions, the Exhibit Hall 
of industry partners was a busy and helpful 
space for attendees to learn more about 
available ITP treatments.

Small breakout sessions led by PDSA 
Medical Advisors offered more 
intimate conversations and time for 
personal Q & A.

PDSA Research Coordinator Kevin Won 
shares PDSA’s comprehensive collection 
of educational booklets and resources on 
ITP with conference attendees. 

A popular session each year is the Patient 
Panel in which ITP patients share the ups 
and downs of their ITP journeys.

A physician panel of PDSA’s Medical Advisors and world-
renowned clinicians on ITP (L to R) Howard Liebman, MD; Diane 
Nugent, MD; John Semple, PhD; Craig Kessler, MD; David Kuter, 
MD; Terry Gernsheimer, MD; Ilene Weitz, MD; and Jim Bussel, MD 
gathered on stage to answer patient questions and share their 
expertise on ITP during the popular ITP in Adults: Q & A session.

Attendees appreciate the 
opportunity to have fun at 
the photo booth!

The Mayer family, from Bergisch 
Gladbach, Germany, joined us in 
Seattle for this year’s premier 
patient event – marking the 
third time they’ve attended an 
ITP Conference!
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EDUCATION & SUPPORT

Patient Resources on PDSA.org 
In 2022, PDSA’s comprehensive collection of ITP resources available on  
PDSA.org was expanded to include the following helpful information:

Genetics & ITP
New Genetics & ITP resource pages, with important information on 
the basics of genetics, hereditary vs non-hereditary ITP, genetic 
testing, and inherited ITP syndromes, were added to help patients 
understand the importance of knowing family health history. 

ITP Treatment Tables
One-page treatment table handouts, with essential treatment-related 
details on current ITP therapies for both children and adults, are now 
available and easy to use! These downloadable tables were co-
developed with PDSA Medical Advisors and the Pediatric ITP Consortium 
of North America (ICON) to help inform treatment decisions. 

PDSA Canada
As the premier advocacy 
organization in North 
America for patients with 
ITP and other platelet 
disorders, PDSA continues 
to expand its presence and resources to support our Canadian patient, 
caregiver, and clinician community. The PDSA Canada webpage, 
www.pdsa.org/canada, has been updated and now offers an 
expanded collection of helpful resources and information on ITP news, 
research, support groups and patient meetings, and our advocacy 
efforts in Canada.

I was reading the latest issue of Platelet News … 
and the treatment tables caught my eye … Those 
are extraordinarily well presented and the tables 
are a great bonus.	 – Mat H.

It has been quite a roller coaster. We are so 
appreciative of all you and the PDSA do. It 

has been an excellent source of information 
and comfort!		 – Lloyd D.

Educational Booklets
PDSA’s library of free educational 
booklets help those living with ITP better 
understand and manage their diagnosis 
with the most current information. In 
2022, we updated the Health Insurance 
and Assistance Programs for ITP Patients 
and The Role and Function of Platelets in 
ITP publications. We also released three 
new translated booklets: ITP and The 
Female Lifecycle in Hebrew, and ITP in 
Adults in both Arabic and Hindi. These 
publications grew our collection of 
translated resources to a total of 32 
booklets in 11 languages. 
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EDUCATION & SUPPORT

“Thank you again for 
sending the packet … 

we used the bee for the 
blood draw today… it 
worked really well! No 
tears. [My daughter] 

loved the other goodies 
in the bag and was 
fascinated by the 

pictures of the platelets. 
You are doing such 
important work.” 

– Lindsey W.

ITP Patient Connect Support Groups – 
A Welcoming and Encouraging Space 
PDSA’s very first support group meeting in 2003 established an enduring and valuable 
program that continues to expand its reach and touch the lives of ITP patients and 
caregivers. Today, PDSA’s ITP Patient Connect program is an active collection of patient-led 
support groups who meet to offer encouragement, share personal experiences, and learn 
from one another. This program served as an invaluable patient resource during the 
pandemic, moving to a virtual format and including PDSA Medical Advisors as guest 
speakers to offer timely information on the COVID-19 virus and vaccines.

By 2022, ITP Patient Connect had blossomed to 61 ITP support groups, in 32 US states, 2 
Canadian provinces, and 2 countries, who held a combined total of 65 in-person, virtual, or 
hybrid meetings with 1,200+ patients and caregivers participating. 

ITP support groups  
in 32 US states,  

2 Canadian provinces,  
and 2 countries

65  
in-person, virtual, or 
hybrid meetings with 
1,200+ patients and 

caregivers 
participating. 

In 2022:

Being diagnosed with ITP is scary for 
anyone, but even more so for kids, 
especially with the ongoing testing and 
needle sticks that they must endure. 
Created to help alleviate the stress, pain, 
and anxiety of frequent needle pokes, the 
POKE-R Club for KidsSM program is an 
exclusive benefit for children of PDSA 
members in the U.S. and Canada. 
Pediatric POKE-R Club members receive a 
special collection of positive 
reinforcement resources designed to 
improve their ITP experience, including a 
Buzzy® bee, a special pain relief device 
that combines cold and vibration to help 
eliminate or inhibit needle pain.
 
PDSA’s ITP POKE-R Club welcomed 19 
new members in 2022. 163 children, 
ages 1 to 18, were enrolled in this special 
program, representing 37 states, 4 
provinces and 2 countries! 

2022 PDSA College Scholarship Winners!
$1,500 
RECIPIENT 

Natalie Maier	
Gastonia, NC  
University of 
North Carolina 
– Chapel Hill

Allyson Carter 
Houston, TX 
Texas A&M 
University 

Genevieve 
Flanagan 
Peoria, IL 

Southwestern 
Illinois College

Annika Little 
Victoria, British 

Columbia 
University of 

Victoria 

Mackenzie Innis	
Pekin, IL  

Drake University 

Ria Marsh 
Dallas, TX  

Texas State 
University 

$1,000 
RECIPIENT 

Amber Zeng	
Huntington 
Beach, CA  
University of 
California –  
Los Angeles 

$750 
RECIPIENT

Catherine 
Klapheke	
Rochester, NY  
University of 
Rochester 

$250 BOOK AWARD RECIPIENTS

61 ITP
Support
Groups
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AWARENESS & OUTREACH

1,016
Unique Visits 
 per Month

2,108
Total Visits per Month

ITPwalk.org

2,360
Unique Visits 
 per Month

3,655
Total Visits per Month

GlobalITP.org

43,863
Unique Visits 
 per Month

57,546
Total Visits per Month

pdsa.org

Social Networking

14,958
Followers of the PDSA Facebook Page

19,896
Facebook Group Members

11,455
PDSA.org Discussion Group Members

2,719
Instagram Followers @PDSA_ITP

1,787
Twitter Followers @PDSA_ITP

237,548
YouTube Video Views PDSAorg 

1,244 subscribers

I would like to thank 
you for your leadership 
and dedication to all of 
us who are dealing with 
ITP. The PDSA has been 
an invaluable resource 

to many, especially 
during the last three 

years of Covid-19. Your 
organization really stepped 

up during the pandemic, 
and I for one am very 

appreciative for all that 
you have done. Thank you! 

– Rich W.

ITP awareness goes 
beyond September!

Research and 
education [are] key.
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AWARENESS & OUTREACH

Awareness Month and Sport Purple for Platelets 
Day Demonstrates #ITPKnowledgeIsPower! 
ITP Awareness Month 2022 celebrated advancements in the 
understanding of ITP and the strength of our community. Throughout 
the month of September, ITP patients, caregivers, friends and family, 
and professional partners and advocates shared what they want 
people to know about ITP and sported purple to raise awareness, 
empower ITP patients, and honor the global network of people 
working together to improve outcomes for those living with ITP. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

2022: A Successful Year for 
Pump It Up For Platelets! 
The 2022 Pump It Up For Platelets! fundraiser program was a great success as it welcomed a 
variety of creative in-person, virtual, and hybrid events! And the ITP community demonstrated its 
commitment by actively coming together to raise awareness for ITP and funding for PDSA 
programs and research.

TOTAL RAISED:  
$237,190

# OF Events: 
17 Pump It Up  
For Platelets!  

events were held in  
the US and Canada

TOTAL PARTICIPANTS:  
800+
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CIRCLE OF HOPE • EVENT ORGANIZERS 

Pump It Up For Platelets! 
Thousand Oaks, CA
$1,505
Organizer: Amgen

Pump It Up For Platelets! 
Columbus, OH
$38,091
Organizers: Ashley and Greg Randolph

Pump It Up For Platelets! 
Cranberry Twp, PA
$4,129
Organizers: Brooklyn, Kristen, and Steve 
Tomczak

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Detroit, MI
$7,540
Organizer: Tracey Parker

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
London, ON
$5,535
Organizers: Jennifer and Luigi DiRaimo

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
New York City, NY
$11,764
Organizer: Stephanie Halperin

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
Orange County, CA
$1,400
Organizer: Cathy Aldama

Pump It Up For Platelets!  
South San Francisco, CA
$10,025
Organizer: Rigel Pharmaceuticals

Appalachian Trail Hike
$5,543
Organizer: Jordyn Sak

Devin Bowl
$14,131
Organizers: Donna and Kent Winter

Eileen’s Specialty Cheesecake 
Fundraiser
$1,299
Organizer: Joseph Ponte

Pedal For Platelets
$2,500
Organizer: Michael Tarantino, MD

Putting for Platelets
The Villages, FL
$1,600
Event Organizers: Marcia and Jim Freed

VandeVelde Fundraisers
Columbus, OH
$17,435
Event Organizers: Jessica, Cody, and 
Peyton VandeVelde

PDSA has been my lifeline!!  
I have had ITP for over 20 years, 
attended several meetings, and 

learned so much!!
– Linda M.

Discovering PDSA has inspired me to share my story. 
When I thought I was alone and no one quite knew 
about my ITP, researching about PDSA and hearing 

other people’s experiences encouraged me.
– Kaitlyn
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2022 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES 

CORPORATIONS 
AND FOUNDATIONS

AmazonSmile Foundation
Amgen USA
argenx US
Assa Abloy
Assetmark Trust Company
The Caine Family Foundation
Charities Aid Foundation of 

America
JP Morgan Chase and Co.
CSL Behring Biotherapies for 

Life
FISEVI
Hady Saheb Medical Services
ICON Clinical Research Ltd.
The Rachel and Drew Katz 

Foundation, Inc.
Josephine Lawrence Hopkins 

Foundation
MedPace
Miramar Charitable 

Foundation
Nisko Group LTD.
NORD
Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Pfizer, Inc.
The Progressive Insurance 

Foundation
Isadore A. Raff Family 

Foundation Inc.
Rigel Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
RWS Life Sciences
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals
Schwab Charitable Fund
SK International
Sobi
Sobi Canada
Sobi Sweden
UCB Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Malcolm Hewitt Wiener 

Foundation

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES

Benevity Fund
PayPal Giving Fund
YourCause, LLC

BENEFACTORS 
($500-$999)

Mark Albers
Ted Allred
Bo Brault
Charities Aid 
Jim Diehl
Salvator DiFazio
Nadine Djordjevic
Magda El-Nokaly
Brandy Fincham
Lori Frederickson
Ralph Gervitz
Shirley Girsch
Brenda and Kevin Gubrud
Judy and Wallace Horowitz
Joanne Janssen
Nedra and Tim Kingsbury
L.T. and Jon Larson
Mathews Jewelers
Eleonore and Russell McCabe
Aarti and Jeetendra Mishra
Brady Munoz
Raul Rodriguez
David Santos
Barbie Sauve
Catherine and John Slavin
Brittany Soto
Kristin and Steve Tomczak
Dolly Vance
Sonia Vandama
Neil Weiner
Dee Weiss

ASSOCIATES  
($250-$499)

Absurd Marinade
Adrian Rotary Club
Michael Aldama
All Ways Safe LLC
Carol and James Anderson
Susan Anderson
Sarah and Craig Antas
Apollo Therapeutics
Donna and David Baker
Taryn Bell
T.J. and Mitchell Brininstool
Children’s Community 

Pediatrics – Bass Wolfson 
Pediatrics

Cynthia Chu and Peter 
McAteer

Matthew Clifford
Javier Corripio
Cranberry Fun Fore All, Inc.
Michael Cucka
CustomInk LLC
Michael DeMichele, PhD
Nathan Dyer
Janell and Daniel Eriks
Nancy Esterl
Leslie Ferber
Allison and Keith Flowers
Cheryl and William Foote
Jerry Fox
Marcia and Jim Freed
Tracy Funk 

 

It is through the thoughtful generosity of so many that PDSA is able 
to fulfill its mission of enhancing the lives of people with ITP and 
other platelet disorders through education, advocacy, research and 
support. Each year, thousands of individuals, organizations, 
corporations, and foundations provide meaningful support through 
charitable gifts, membership, tributes in memory or honor of family 
and friends, sponsorships of programs, and special events.

Every gift is important and truly appreciated. The following lists 
recognize those who stepped forward to support our efforts in 2022.

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($10,000+)
Arlene and David Horowitz
Joan and Richard Jordan
MaryLou Lyons
Katharine McCleary
David Sherman

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($5,000-$9,999)
Kayti and Rob Ammerman
Gigi Barry
Charlotte Cunningham-Rundles, MD and James Bussel, MD
Madeline and John Hromyak
Caroline and Ken Kruse
Ashley and Greg Randolph
Joyce and Dale Zimmerman

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($3,000-$4,999)
Barbara and Peter Pruitt, Jr.
Kathy and Ross Tanner
Caroline and Roger Todd

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($2,000-$2,999)
Gerald Barnes
Mary and James Benvenuto
Barbara and David Bugen
Cindy and Richard 

Dummermuth
Mary-Helen Galleno
Jen and Benjamin Grimes
Noelle and Mat Heyman

Sherrill Hudson
Bart Hynes
Melissa Randolph
Kellie Sak
Dana and Thomas Stotz
Michael Tarantino, MD
Susan and Lewis Wirshba

CIRCLE OF HOPE ($1,000-$1,999)
Cindy and Philip Ayliff
Amita and Ranjive Bhalla
Esther and Paul Brandt
Brendan Cameron
Douglas Cines, MD
Heather and Jeffrey Collins
William Deaver
Matt Del Monaco
Jennifer and Luigi DiRaimo
Derek Dummermuth
Rachel and Patrick English
Kim and Jim Everett
Robert Feiner
Terry Gernsheimer, MD
Deborah and H. William 

Harlan
Kristin Henrikson and Jon 

Brandt
Patricia and Bennett 

Henrikson
Karen and David Imig
Jerry Jones
Emily and Kris Kile
Louise Kittel Mason
Judith Klavans 

Irene Kuter, MD and David 
Kuter, MD, DPhil

Diane and Arthur Levin
Jenn and Andy Lindal
Josette and Donald 

Loeblein
Edward Lopez
The McGuirl Family
Irma and Daniel Miles
Stephanie and Mike Moran
Deborah and William 

Mulligan
Jeanne and Dan Pinnell
Patricia and John 

Proescholdt
Shirley and Peter Pruitt, Sr.
Patricia Pulley
Virginia Rennie
Karen Rosenbaum and Ben 

McClinton
Mark Ruelle
Jody and Jon Shy
Julie and Michael Spieker
Theresa and Tony Waxlax
Richard Webber
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Income Funding

How The Funds Were Used

Programs	 $	1,010,556
General & Administrative	 $	 113,216
Fundraising	 $	 108,899 

Total	 $1,232,671

Net Assets at end of Year (accumulated)	 $4,815,642

Contributions	 $	 287,508
Corporate Sponsorships & Grants	 $	 503,941
Conference Fees	 $	 373,825
Membership Dues	 $	 154,018
Research Donations	 $	 273,804
Sales, Investment Income & Other Revenue	 $	 275,975

Total	 $1,869,071

9% 
Fund Raising

9% 
General & 
Administrative

2022 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES 

Gizella Gabany
Grace Property Management
Danielle Greaves
Sonya Hall Turner
Stephanie Halperin
Andrew Haukebo
Jinny Hayes
Andrew Hromyak
Tai Hu
Brittany Hughes
Tim Johnson
Tom Joplin
Karski Spokane Orthodontics PC
Keraz Transportation, Inc.
Suzanne and Jeff Kerner
Evelyn Khazzam
Dan King
Darlene and Arlan Kirkwood
April Koonce and Allen Martin
Adrienne Lapchuk
John Letang
Lori Levengood
Bruce Levine
Cathy Lungen
Jill and Dan Lyons
Michael Mulder
Judie Murdock
Tyler Music
Sandra Noykoff
Adrienne Offenberg
Shawn-Laree O’Neil
Tracey Parker
Susan and Dale Paynter
Stasia Randolph
Lisa Raterman
Jana Resch
Sharon and David Roberts
Robert Rozzano
Marlyce and James Rysavy
Carrie Safford
David Seidl
Debbie and Thomas Serra
Beth Siegelbaum
Joseph Stearns
Bunnie Stevenson
Sachiko Terribile
Theresa Thrower
William Travis
Jessica and Cody VandeVelde
Tamara Vanek
Ronald Virgin
Darlene Weinmann
Marshall Wise
Wyland Elementary School
Lucy Yan

CONTRIBUTORS 
($100-$249)

Anonymous
Larry Adams
Lisa and Christopher Aebli
Haley Agius
Julie and Paul Agius
Sarah Ahadome
Diane Alaggia
Chris Aldama
Emily Aldama
Laurie Ambrose
Hannah Anderson
Helen Ando

Angelita Angelo-Levitt
Bradley Ashby
Brent Ashby
Julie Askins
Jason Augustine
Sharyn Austin
David Bacon
Daniel Bahls
Ariola Bardhi
Denise Barnes
Anne Barry
Bruce Becker
Tanya Belitskus
Jody Belkowski
Janelle and David Bertsch
Karen and Gary Besley
Miriam Bhamjee
Brian Billmeier
Charlotte Blankfield
Tina Bolesta
Amber Bowman
Michael Boxer, MD
Rita Brasen
Sonya Brazier
Jodi Breuer
Andrea and Ellis Brigman
Jane Bronson
Catherine Broome, MD
Anne Browning
Denise Buettner
Giulia Bundesmann
Bill Burrows
Rose Ann and Gerald Campbell
Marina Cantarelli
Janice and Clayton Carmean
Tracey Chantry
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Kyle Chisholm
Andy Chiu
Mary and Paul Chmiel
Angie Claypool
Barbara and Gilbert Coats
Jonathan Codispoti
Jessie Coffey
Karen Cohan
Joanna Cole
Thomas Corrigan
Molly Cotter
Deborah Cousineau
Debbie and Richard Couture
Sandra and Donald Cullen
Pamela Daittillio
Marjorie and Frank D’Ascenio
Druanne Davies
Lois Davis
Francis Dayton
Larry Dearman
Julie Denton
Tom DeTulleo
Randi and Barry Deutsch
Judy Didier
Pierre-Alexandre Dionne
Kimberly Dobbins
Michael Domurat
Mary Ann and Benedetto 

Donatelli
Tiffany and John Donovan
Courtney and Erik Douglas
Deborah and Stephen Downie
Robert Downing
Lynn Dryburgh
Dan Dugan

27% 
Corporate 

Sponsorships  
& Grants

15% 
Contributions

15% 
Sales, Investment Income 
and Other Revenue

15% 
Research Donations

8% 
Membership Dues

20% 
Conference 

Fees

82% 
Programs
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Laurie Kathleen Durousseau
Mary and Stuart Eavenson
Ambert Edwards
Sandra Enser
Andrew Ervin
Audrey and Gene Farmer
John Faust
Sunnie Fenk
Neil Fleitell
Richard Flessa
Flinn Engineering LLC
Brenda and David Foster
Susan and Timothy Fowler
Carey McInnes-Franklin
Kathleen and Steven 

Frederick
Lakeisha Frith
Justyna Fronczek Sokol
Peggy Funk
Vicki Gaebe
Martina Gallagher
Holly and L. Garrnett
Lanie Gastman
Ruth and Russel Genen
Rebecca Gewurtz
Amy and Derik Gilbertson
Kathryn Gleghorn
Elaine Glickman
Delna Godiwalla
Jonathan Goodman
Kavya Gopal
Rachael Grace
Susan and Jeffrey Green
Nancy and John Groh
Linda and Robert Guilmette
Betty Guthrie
Janet Guthrie
Michael Halpern
Rhonda and Howard 

Hammerman
Terri Hampton
Candace Hanau
Lisa Hankieson
Mark Hanvey
Jonathan Harman
Diane Harris
Pauline Hasund
Carol Hechenberger
Mona and Carl Henrichs
Gary Henry
Nancy and Randy Henry
Maureen Henson
Misty Herpin
Kurt Hiedler

Melissa Hilsabeck
Lindsey Hoefft
Maureen Hoff
Andrew Hoffman
LaDonna Hofstein
Victoria Hofstein
Marlon Hopgood
Karen Hopson
Mary and Richard Horgan
Michael Huddlestun
Joseph Hughes
Donna and Edward Hydock
June Igarashi
Marsha and Richard Inman
Susumu Inoue
Lori and Dick Ireland
Barbara and James Jacobs
Rupali Jaykhedkar
Robert Jenkins
Ann and William Jones
Katie Jones
Yvonne and Ralph Jones
Diane Joppie
Joanna Jutte
Matthew Kallis
Ashley Kanney
Rebecca Kapanoske
Gloria Keller
Mike Khalil
Linda Kilchenstein and 

Matthew Dittrich
Loni and Ira Kirsch
Mary Klarer Logemann
John Klein
Karin Knobe
Kate and James Knurek
Alan Koenig
Susan Koss
Joseph Koterba
Laurence Kramer
Jacob Kreider
Alex Kruse
Eleanore Kulers
Matthew Kunce
Nancy Lapinski
Lawn Care Ninjas LLC
John Lawrence
Jordan and John Lawson
Patricia and Dirk Leasure
Dawn Lee
Michelle Lee
Ulla Lehtonen
Jeffrey Leonardi
Jack Levitt

Thomas Lewandowski
Rowan Leyden
Thomson Lipscomb
John Loader
Denise Lovinger
Angela Lucius
Andrea and Bobby Ludwig
Lynch Creek Farm
James Lyons
Jessi Macloed
Karin Magnuson
Lyndsey Maher
Lucille Marchione
Silvia Marcus
Howard Mark
Tod Markelj
Peter Martin
Javier Martinez
Esteban Masuda
Miki Matsushima
Adrienne and Donald 

Matthews
Susan McDonald
Patricia McKnight-Smith
Jan and Robert McMillan, 

MD
Bonnie McMillian
Jessica and Michael McNally
Kirsten McQueen
Linda and Stephen Meisel
Joyce Messier
Stephanie Middleton
Anne and William Millhaem
Kim Milligan
Roser Mir
Cynthia and John Mitchell
Diana Mkhitarian
Lisa Monaco
Caitlin Montcrieff, MD
Patricia and Thomas Morris
Mike Morrow
Kathryn and Frank Moss
Terry Moylan
Christine Murphy
Sally Murphy
Malay Naik
Jennifer Naimy
Karen and Randy Nelson
Louis Neubecker
Susan Newcomb
Diane Nugent, MD
Iquo Okon
Kenzie and Dane Olejnik
Michael Olin
Mike Olson
Rosalie Olson
Lori and Terry Olszewski
Kathy Ottobre
Nando Ozo
Deepak Padmanabhan
Jennifer Page
Gwennette Parker
Mike Parker
Patricia Parker
Todd Parker
Julie Patel
Linda Peterson
Virginia Pilipovic
Jamie Platto
Rick Polio
Taylor Ponte
Julie Postma

Nancy and Michael Potthast
Chitra Prasad
David Priestley
Quackom LLC
Deborah and William Raby
Cheherazad Raetz
Carlos Ramos
Jessica Randolph
Michael Randolph
Kathy Redd
Pamela Rehbein Ramroth
Steven Reinsel
Richard Rhodes
Nancy Ricks
Karen and Richard Ripple
Joan Roane
Patricia Robbins
Sandra Roberts
Ana Rodriguez
Armando Rodriguez
Melissa Rose, DO
Paula Rosenthal
Madison Ruelle
Victor Ruotolo
James Ryan
William Ryan
Lisa and Steven Sack
Ronald Sait
Scott Sanderson
Nancy Santilli
Christopher Schafer
Sandra and Gerald Scheel
Jon Schein
Erik Scheps
Dean Schorno
Schrumpf Insurance Agency, 

Inc.
Trudy Sensat
Barbara Shane
Clifford Shirtliffe
Todd Shoemaker
Margaret Shortridge
Pamela and Ron Siegel
Mindy Silberg
Barbara Skopec
Lisa Smith
Maria Sosa Calixto
James Spence
Charles Spivey 

Elizabeth Spivey
Meagan and William 

Spradling
Sabina Stampanoni
Brian Stearns 

Julie Stevenson
Gail Strachan and David 

Bannon
Jane Stuart
Kenneth Sullivan
Feifei Sun
Jennifer Tabak
Jennifer and Tim Taylor
Jennifer Teper
Sue and Francis Terminella
Karen Teys
Kathleen Thomas
Mireille Threlkel
Ellen Tiano
Jill and Matt Tillinghast
Daniel Todd
Warren Todd
Diana Toner
William Torpey
Sheryl Totte
Trane Technologies
Jim Troyer
Jeffrey Truesdell
Marie and Leslie Tuttle
Linda Van Coillie
Jonathan Van Garsse
Bruce Vanderstowe
Karen VanderWeide
Renee VandeVelde
Carla Vonder Haar
Tammy and Dave Walsh
Weina Wang
Dee Watkins
Rena and Mac Watson
Waterfall Communications, 

LLC
Mary Way
Nora Weage
Pam and Tom Wehner
Michael Weinberger, MD
Judy Werner
James Wharton
Cindy Wilkinson
Mendy Williams
Patricia and Albert Wimmer
Barbara and Stanley 

Woolever
Joan Young
Monica Zaugg-Walker
Jennifer Zazi
Anthony Zemek
Jing Zhao
Xun Zhao

2022 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES 

Thank you so much for mailing 
the Winter edition of The Platelet 
News; it arrived in such a timely 

manner for us. The “Ask the 
Experts” section was a real 

godsend as it clarified the updated 
guidance regarding COVID-19 and 
ITP and gave recommendations on 

how to proceed. 
– Mary S.
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MEMBERS ($50-
$99)

Ron Abernethy
Jeane Adinolfi
Charrie Agraviador
Cathy and Raul Aldama
Fadwa Alhomoud
Haley Allen
Katelynn Arnott
Gail Asbury
Mackay Asbury
Christy Astuto
Sharon Aucker
Mari Avila
Susanne Avino
Irmel Ayala
Louise and Daniel Bahr
Karen and William Bailey
Terri Baker
Susan Barber
Sharon Barnes
Eugene Baryschpolec
Joanne Bashford
Julie Bason
Kathy Bauhof
Barbara Bean
The Beattie Family
Nicole Beeby
Roelof Bekendam
Michael Bennink
Nancy and Chris Binford
Caroline and Bo Blundell
Daniel Boehm
Cynthia Boese
Deborah Bollinger
Kimberly Bowden-Adair
Jennifer Boykin
Michael Briggs
Sheryl Briggs
Chris Brown
Troy Bruchert
Craig Cable
Kyle Cable
Nadene Cable
Joanne Callahan
Patricia and Joseph Cangelosi
Andy Canham
Jean Carroll
Barbara Carter
Nancy Caruso
Nurit Caspi
Marsha Castle
Angela Cedrone
John Cento
William Chase
Livia Chyurlia
Santino Cicco
Wallie and Willard Clark
Beth and Bruce Cleveland
Salem Clifford
Samantha Colaiacovo
Kendra Conrad
Patricia Conry
Debra Cook
Susan Cosgrove
James Cox
Kimberly Crane
Karen Creveling-Hughes
Talon Crist
Lisa Croissant
Chad Crummy
William Cygan

Susan Daly
Spiros Damianos
Christine Davies
Katherine Davis and  

Keith McCrae, MD
Lynsi Davis
Lorraine and Thomas Dawes
Diane and Louis De Blasio
Maria De Jesus, PhD
Creta De Vault-Ford and 

Terry Ford
Janelle Del Rosario
Pamela and Robert DePizzol
Matteo DiRaimo
Oliver DiRaimo
Jamie Diabo
Joanne Dillahunty
Ernest DiMarzio
Diana DiMeo and  

Gordon Rowse
Laura Dionisio
Lori Distler
Maureen Donovan
Kathy and William Donze
Peggy and Wayne Douberley
Bill Dowhaniuk
Nancy Doyle
Nancy and Jack Easton
Julie Ellis
Joseph Elluzzi
Regina Engel
Bernard Eydt
Eric Fairfield
Julie Fitch
Michele Follonier
Douglas Forberger
Jonathan Foreman
Karen Frederick
Andrew Freglinger
Carole Friedberg
Dana Fujioka
Vincent Gallenti
Elizabeth Gann
Jan and Steve Gardner
Thomas Gentsch
Lola George
Jane Gettier
Linda Gill
Angela Glover
Constance and Garrett Gold
Odette Gomez
Marcy Gonzalez
Karen Goss
Melinda and John Gragnani
Allison Grande
Alyssa and Arnold Greenwald
Marie-Eve Grégoire
Michael Griglun
Nicole Grimes
Barbara Hagedorn
Abby and Jeff Hairston
Maureen and Luke Hally
Dan Halulko
Sami Hamdan
Cathy Hanvey
Lauren Harger
Mindy Haring
Craig Harms
Thomas Harter
Barbara Hartzell
Melanie Hashmi
Tina Hawkins

Angela Height
Sherrill Heinrichs
Alyssa Helmcamp
Lee Hemberg
Elizabeth Hemming
John Henderson
Lily Henson
Paula Herbick
Mary and William Hetland
Giselle and Steve Higgins
Dawn Holman
Nicole Hoover
Corinne Hoskin
Teri Howe
Stephen Howland
Benoit Huard
Nancy Hulst
Terri Hurbis
Diane and Pete Infante
Shelly and James Innes
Janice and Joseph Ippolito
Najam Jamil
Brittany Jencik
Jackie Jewell
Cel Johnson
Karen Johnston
Sue and Edward Jones
Barry Katz
Beverly and Marc Kauffman
Charles Kelly
Jeff Keoleian
Sharon Kerns
Susan Kessler
Rashi Khare
Michael Kidney
Taylor Kim, MD
Laura Kingston
Robin Kleronomos
Bette and Robert Knight
Jeremy Koolen
Dorrie and Phil LaMarr
David Lapchuk
Nicole and Tyler Leffel
Bonnie Lemster
Nancy Leonard
Barb Lewis
Maria Linden
Dwight Little
Joel Livington
Trinidad Lora
Valerie Love
Sandra Madar
William Mahlburg
Regina Manning
Jean Marconett
Noreen Markley
Elly Marsh
Michelle Martin Agency
Susan Mask
Vincent Mattina
Diane Mayhew
Pam McCarthy
Laura McCoy
Louise McGillis
Steph McKenzie
Cliffie McOmber
Christine Meisner
Marcus Mendenhall
Beth and Jeffrey Miller
Christina Miranda
Debbie Mitchell
Tracy Monfort

Caroline Monroe
Kathleen and Don Mooradian
Patti Moore
Mayra Mora
Eric Morales
Beth Moreman
Cathy Moreus and  

Wesley Turner
Elsa and Steven Morrick
Joan Morrill
Charlene Morris
Susan Mowatt
Irina Murakhovskaya
Derek Murashige
Natalie Murtagh
Trish Muscat
Dianne Napolitano
Carolann Nevitt
Audrey Newbury
Beatrice Nolan
Dave Numme
Leslie Oakes
Keith Ogilvie
Kevin O’Hanlon
Deborah Olzawski
Andrew Ostroth
Joy Pakkianathan
Sandhya Panch
Theresa and Lawrence Panzeri
Ava Parekh
Mimi Park
Yojan Patel
Carla Patterson
Stephen Percy
Theresa Petrone
Karen Phillips
Laura Potts
Bruce Pountney
Mark Price
Benita Proctor
Marjan Pronk-Ligthart
Lillian and Palmer 

Quackenbush
Beverly Quin

Robin Racanelli
Maria and Andy Rash
Helen Reasoner
Brooke Robocho
Richard Reilly
Shirley Rennon
Leigh Anne Rethage
Edward Rich
Rosemarie Ringenbach
Leslie and James Rios
Anna Grace Robinson
Linda Robinson
Helene Roiger
Carmen and Jay Rollins
Michael Rosen
William Ross
Marie Rossi
Charles Rossner
Elisabeth Ruberg
Linda and Brian Rysberg
Patricia and Paul Santaromana
Ina Scanlon
Joseph Scarnato
Rodger Schmid
Ann Schneider
Patti Schrader
Ziva Schuchman
Tonia Schuckman
Trent Sechrest
Elaine Sharkey
Bill Shearer
Joyce Sheets
Sandra Sinclair
Gloria Smith
Ray Speitel
Kathryn Spinks
Aida and Eli Stefan
Marian Stirrup
Laurie Stoeckert
Terri Struthers
Gayathri Sundarrao
Amy Swain
Robert Swasey
Lois Syth

2022 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES 
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David Takacs
Paul Thompson
Jamie Todd
Nichole Tomczak
Liliana Torrealba
Lisa Travis
Laurie Trestrail
Tracy Trueblood
Mary Turner
Lorraine Turnquist
Diane Valenti
Brian Valentine
Elizabeth and Sean 

Vanhoutan
Karen Vaughn
Mary Lee Venuti
Joyce Vyhnanek
Linda Wagar
Regina Walker
Susan Warden
Parker Watt
Patricia Webster
Nancy Weinert
Lorraine Weinhardt
Beverly Warner
Dan Whalley
Sarah White
Marjorie Wilhelmi
Penny Willey
Holly Williams
Jolie Williams
Megan Williams
Robert Wilson
Scott Wirick
Carrie Wise
Gertie Witte
Dylan Wolfe
X.CELERATED
Tiffany Xu
Charlene Yanchik
Felix Yanovsky
David Young
Francesco Zaja
Rich Zakoor
Virginia Zelhof
Lan Zheng
Helen and Frederick Zingman
Robin Zuckerman

MEMBERS ($25-
$49)

Mark Abensohn
Kristin Adams-Saier

Swami Adda
Paul Agius
Wes Albright
Gillian Aldred
Steve Alexander
Ryan Almoneda
Dana Alsobrook
Julie Altenburger
Maria and David Alvarez
Karen Anadol
Angela Andersen
Pandora Anderson
Tim Anderson
Vernard Anderson
Cynthia and R.J. Andrews
Donald Anibas
Anne Anliker
Rosalie Aranda
David Archer
Tamara Arden
Jayne Augustine
Jill Axelrod
Eileen Backes
Diane Bader
Elaine Baker
Peggy Banks
James Bankston
Debra and Louis Barbone
Rory Barney
Kathryn Barr
Betty Barrett
Linda Barrett
Lynette Bartelt
Heather Bartholomew
Patricia Basko
Keith Bayha
Robert Bear
Betty Beaudry
Cara Bedwell
Susie Bell
Jacqueline Berger
William Berryhill
Vincent Veurois
Jennifer Beveridge
Ira Biderman
Norma Binkley
Lucy Blackmar
Jason Blair
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Sharon Van Duyne
Wendi Van Eldik
Mary Vanderveen
Joyce VanderWeide
Janice VandeVelde
Cynthia Vanhoutan
Lillian Vega
James Verne
Andrea Vernon
Monique Vincent
Röhn Wagner
Lindsey Walhstrom-Edwards
Grace and Stephen Walker
Lisa Walker
Sarah and William Wallace
Joyce Walsh
Rose Walsh
Hongling Wang
Gary Ward
Stefani Waulk
Holly Wayne
Valerie Weage
Christina Weddig
Elizabeth Weimer
Theresa Wellington
Margaret Wells
Sarah Wesgate
Jan and Thomas Whiten
Lillian Whitford
Patricia Whitten
Sylvia and Autwelle Whyte
Ronald Wiesman
Whitney Wigginton
Pamela Wildeman
Sue Williamson
Pamela Wilson
Sharon Wimperis
Donna Witzeman
Amy Wolfinger
Kevin Won
Peter Wood
Jon Wright
Kun Yang
Stephanie Youlios
Traci Zassick
John Zavitz
Monica Zier
Janet Zolezzi

2022 CONTRIBUTIONS AND FINANCES 

www.pdsa.org  |  21



BOARD, MEDICAL ADVISORS, AND STAFF

Michael Tarantino, MD
Chair
The Bleeding & Clotting 
Disorders Institute
Peoria, IL 

Michele Lambert, MD, MSTR
Vice-Chair
Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

Donald Arnold, MDCM, MSc, 
FRCPC
McMaster University
Hamilton, ON Canada

James Bussel, MD
Cornell University
New York, NY

Douglas Cines, MD
University of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

Nichola Cooper, MD
Hammersmith Hospital
London, United Kingdom

Annemarie Fogerty, MD
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, MA

Terry Gernsheimer, MD
University of Washington
Seattle, WA

Rachael Grace, MD, MMSc
Boston Children’s Hospital
Boston, MA

PDSA 
Board 
of 
Directors
Peter Pruitt, Chairman
Coral Gables, FL

Dale Paynter, Vice 
Chairman
Cambridge, ON
Canada

Kim Everett, Treasurer
Manitowoc, WI

Melissa Hilsabeck, 
Secretary
Huntington Beach, CA

Karen Avrick
Woodbury, NY

Robert Feiner
Austin, TX

Linda McGuirl
Basking Ridge, NJ

Bruce Prescott
Jupiter, FL

Derek Zimmerman
Royal Palm Beach, FL

Craig Kessler, MD
Georgetown University
Washington, DC

David Kuter, MD, DPhil
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, MA

Howard Liebman, MD
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA

Diane Nugent, MD
University of California, Irvine 
School of Medicine
Orange, CA

John Semple, PhD
Lund University
Lund, Sweden

PDSA Staff
Caroline Kruse 
President and CEO

Jeff Cooper 
Website and Social Media 
Manager

Jennifer DiRaimo 
Research Program Manager 

Brenda Foster 
Administrative Director

Laura Hemlock-Schaeffer 
Project Manager

Teri Howe 
Director of Development and 
Communications

Emily Innes 
Social Media Coordinator

Jennifer Jurcisek 
Chief Financial Officer

Loni Kirsch 
Administrative Assistant

PDSA Medical Advisors

Alexandra Kruse, MD 
Research Advisor

Jody Shy 
Director of Programs and Events

Kevin Won 
Research Coordinator

Joan Young 
Founder

22  |  2022 Impact Report 
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8751 Brecksville Road, Suite 150 
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PDSA remains committed to operating accountability and transparency. 

We are proud to be accredited by the Better Business Bureau; 

recognized as a Gold Level participant by GuideStar; and designated as 

an official “Give with Confidence” charity by Charity Navigator.

PDSA remains committed to operating accountability and transparency.
We are proud to be accredited by the Better Business Bureau;
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8751 BRECKSVILLE ROAD, SUITE 150
CLEVELAND, OH 44141
Postmaster: Send address changes to
PDSA
8751 Brecksville Road, Suite 150
Cleveland, OH 44141

YEARS

Platelet
Disorder
Support
Association
Empowering ITP patients

Help PDSA put RESEARCH to work for the ITP community.

Improving ITP patient quality of life, and

Finding better treatments and a cure for this rare bleeding disorder

Patient-led and patient-centered since 1998, PDSA has played a critical role in 
unifying the global ITP community with two steadfast goals in mind:   

We've come a long way!

Over the past 
25 years, we have

made great strides
in accelerating ITP

research.

YOUR donation to the 
 PDSA ITP Research

Program strengthens our
efforts.

Together, we will
bring about change
for the ITP patient

community.

Donate to PDSA’s ITP Research Fund Today at pdsa.org/20-20research
Learn more about PDSA’s ITP Research Program at pdsa.org/research

RESEARCH PDSA
The key to unlocking a cure


